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There can be no question of doing till there is life in Christ. But, when converted, not only is the
believer "ordained to good works," but to particular works. The Jew was to love God with all his heart,
and his neighbour as himself; but in the epistles there is that which is far higher. I am not only to love
God with all my heart, and my neighbour as myself, but to be willing to lay down my life for the
brethren. If God in His grace is pleased to work in me to make me like Christ, I am to be the display of
what Christ Himself was, and all my works are to spring from the root laid down in Christ. So far from
bringing into bondage, works are the greatest privilege. Is a soul converted? It is the life of Christ given
to that soul, and there is not a single occasion in which that life is not to be shown forth, even in the
giving of a tumbler of cold water. In your house, in every little thing that occurs, the Lord looks for
fruit. Everything may be used to express the life of Christ in you; and instead of its being bondage, it
enhances our joy in everything down here, because of enjoying all in connection with Christ and with
God. A believer is not justified in saying, "What can I do?" knowing that God in His greatness comes
into every particular of his life. If it be the question of Christ being everything to a saint, Christ cannot
let him of from manifesting it in all the outgoings of his life down here. What will you trade on? What
will you put on the loom to weave — if it be not Christ? G. V. W.



