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My Dear -, What is commonly called a vow (that is, pledging yourself without or with penalties if
it is broken) is, in itself, the fruit of self-confidence and energy in the flesh — two things which mark
fallen men, and which God abhors.

Conscience is a natural thing, and came in with the fall in Eden; for, till then, all in man was
right, and he could not think God had anything against His own unmarred handiwork — which man
was. I notice conscience here because with it comes the question of honesty and uprightness, which are
of great moment to the Christian. But if conscience is the knowledge which a man has before God, as
to God's thoughts of this or of that, the unconverted man has no light of revelation in his soul; and the
light which comes in at conversion makes everything manifest. A conscience must be, placed in the
light and have the teaching of God ere it can rest satisfied that it knows what is right.

Many men have vowed to commit a sin, and used the vow as the excuse for doing it; and yet had
anyone said to them, Dare you say to God, "Thou wouldest that I should commit this murder," or
whatever the sin be, they would reply, "Certainly I cannot. Even nature tells me it is sin." If a man
vowed to be an apostle, or to convert many people, or not to marry, etc., let him confess his sin, and
leave himself in God's hand. He has assumed power to be in himself, and it is not there.

As to the other question, it is I think merely the result of the departure from the truth of the
apostles' teaching. Children of God by faith, because ye are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of
adoption to you, crying, Abba, Father.

God puts all in Christ, and makes it ours through faith and by the Spirit; and many want to get up
a form of experience - a school examination of the believer. The result is, that many who are glibly
proclaimers of themselves, boast that they have the Spirit of the Son, must have it because they profess
to believe, but remain hard and dogmatic in their spirit; and others who in secret cry, Abba, Father, are
made to mourn, because they are told they are not able to prove their having the Spirit of adoption. G.
V. W. (1873).



