
   
      
      
   

MY DESKTOP

Hello, here is my desktop. I'm running Ubuntu 9.10 on a This is my laptop's desktop. 

machine with an Intel Core Duo E7400 processor, ATI Radeon HD4670, Gigabyte EP31-DS3L, and 4GB RAM. Everything Avant Windows navigator is the dock. Wallpaper is from works great and out-of-box. 

DesktopNexus. The theme is zni3 from gnomelook, and the icon pack is Black and White Style from deviant art. 

Wallpaper: http://www.therapycompanion.com/wp-

content/uploads/2009/09/aero-blue-abstract-wallpaper.jpg

Laptop is a Compaq Presario c700 with 2 GB of RAM, 120 GB 

Sidebar is Conky application (http://conky.sourceforge.net/)

HDD and is dual-booting Windows XP Professional and Linux Dockbar is AWN (http://wiki.awn-project.org)

Mint 7. 

Gnome Color Chooser (http://gnomecc.sourceforge.net/) for text color in Gnome panel. 

I use Windows for gaming, and Mint for pretty much everything else - that being mostly Gimp, Inkscape, and all Everywhere are custom icons

of the other fabulous design tools in Ubuntu. 
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Tiling Window Managers

AwesomeWM


MeeGo v1.0 Released 

Kernel; modern 2D/3D 


ElementTree as ET

Now that we know what we 


UBUNTU GAMES

do, and there are unlimited 

random levels to play if you get 

stuck, which is likely as the 

difficulty increases quickly. 

The graphics and sound 

are excellent, and suit 

the game's atmosphere. 

"Achievements" adds 

finish to the game, and 

makes you play the 

game more to get all 

the achievements. It 

would be nice if Osmos had 

some online features, such as 

downloadable mods, or online 

leaderboards. Osmos is 

available for $10, with a deb 

installer available. There is 

even a demo with a few levels 

you can try out. Osmos is 

definitely worth a try for 

Full Circle would like to thank 

gamers and non-gamers alike. 

Hemisphere Games for 



supplying our review copy of 

Score: 8/10

Osmos. 



:

Plenty of Levels

Random Generated Levels

Great soundtrack

Achievements




Help A New User

After years of being  Here's the approach I use: I  question because he doesn't  questions again and again. You annoyed with 

log on to the Ubuntu Forums. I 

provide enough information. 

can kindly point out to them 

Microsoft, anti-virus 

click "New Posts", then click 

Telling the person how to get 

that a Google search will find 

vendors, and 

"Last" to get messages which 

that information doesn't solve 

the answer, which has been 

expensive buggy software, you 

are usually an hour old. I scan 

the problem, but it can help 

sitting waiting for them all this 

decide to try the Ubuntu CD 

down the column labelled 

the OP move toward the 

time. Be nice, and you will add 

your buddy gave you. You 

"Replies", looking for posts 

solution. For example, if it's a 

to the number of people using 

install it, and it works. Almost. 

which have zero replies. I let 

question about sound, it might 

Ubuntu, one at a time. 

my mouse hover over the 

be useful to know what sound 

There's just this one little 

message subject, which 

hardware is in the OP's 

A housekeeping note: if you 

problem, but it's a deal-

displays the first couple of lines  computer. Usually, the terminal  do much of this, you will find breaker. Being a bright guy, 

of the message. If it looks like 

command " 

" will display 

yourself "subscribed" to a large 

you post a message on Ubuntu 

something I might be able to 

the video and sound hardware 

number of message threads. 

Forums asking for help. No one 

help with, I right-click on the 

identification. Likewise, " 

" 

You will need to take a few 

answers. Oh well, you can 

subject, and select "open in 

will identify most webcams. 

minutes now and then to 

always give it a few more 

new tab". 

Telling the OP how to run the 

unsubscribe. Start at "User CP," 

years; maybe then you can 

command, and suggesting that 

then near the bottom of the 

escape the clutches of 

Now I'm looking at the 

he search the forums using 

page is "list subscriptions." 

Microsoft. 

message. One of the 

that information, will often help  Once again, we use "Last" to interesting items is on the left, 

him get the solution. 

find the message threads 

How can we stop this from 

a line which shows "beans". 

which have been inactive for 

happening again? Even a reply 

This is the number of 

If you're going to spend time  the longest time. Click the which doesn't solve the 

messages the person has 

doing this, you have to be good  "notification" boxes, select problem can help the original 

written, and if it's less than a 

to yourself: recognize that you 

"Delete subscription", then 

poster (OP) find a solution. By 

dozen, the OP is probably a 

won't be able to solve every 

"go". 

discovering 



new user. These are the ones I 

problem. For example, I don't 

magazine, you have proved 

really try to help in some way, 

understand Linux permissions 

Give a solution, and you 

that you can find things, and 

even if I don't have the final 

well enough to help anyone 

have made a person happy. 

you could probably spend half-

solution. 

with them, but I know a lot 

Show him (or her) how to find 

an-hour giving back to the 

about hardware. You also have 

solutions, and you have made 

community from time to time. 

Quite often, a new user 

to avoid getting frustrated with 

them happy for many, many 

doesn't get any reply to a 

people asking the same 

days. 
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REVIEW


locate .dwg

is supporting Ubuntu. 

provide the rest of us free 

The photo shows the side of 

It's not free software, but I 

software. But on the hardware 

then:

the box I got from an office 

am very happy it exists. I have 

driver front, focusing on one 

store which contained an I/O 

been a Canon printer fan for 

thing, and doing it well, 

find ~ -iname '*.dwg' 

Magic USB, external, 8 x DVD-

some time. My first jump into 

deserves a little reward. 

RW which indicated it is 

On page 33 it is totally 

the Linux world left me cold 

supported in Ubuntu. Nice to 

obsolete to create a file and 

when I couldn't get two of my 

see that hardware vendors are 

then to fire up gedit. Instead 

printers to work. Printing in 

starting to come around! 

the output of sudo lshw should 

general seemed like an 

be piped to less or more

afterthought to Linux. Once I 

9.10 Woe-Free

tried Ubuntu, I wanted to make 

sudo lshw | less

this my goto operating system 

from here on out. Once again, 

I read the "My Opinion" 

written by William Arledge 

or:

printer support was very poor 

in FCM#34, in which he 

for Canon. I could have 

severely criticizes Ubuntu 

sudo lshw | more

purchased an HP, but after all, I  9.10 and says that the system had spent a good deal of 

works badly with all things: 

money on my current printer. 

booting, HDD, video, hibernate, 

After a good long session of 

Internet. 
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curl 

disconnect from the 


http://www.whatismyip.org > 

ssh -D 8080 lswest@localhost

SSH server. 

~/Dropbox/IP.txt



You'll then be asked to 

Hopefully, this 

I explained cron jobs in 

accept the rsa id from the 

article is useful for 

Issue 24, in case you want a 

server, to which you answer 

those who are very 

deeper understanding of it. If 

“yes”, and then you will need 

security-conscious, 

not, the following steps will set 

to supply your password (if you  and maybe it will up a cron job to do the above 

don't have a key file 

increase awareness 

command every day at 12 p.m.  generated). Once you've for some everyday 

(noon):

entered your password, you'll 

security problems 

be greeted with the normal 

crontab -e $USER

that many people fail 

SSH prompt. You'll need to 

to realize. Naturally, 

Add the following line to the 

leave the connection 

there are more uses 

file:

active/window open (unless 

for this, and the 

you run it in screen or tmux - 

proxy can be used in 

00 12 * * * curl 

then you can simply detach the  Evolution/Thunderbird http://www.whatismyip.org > 

session). 

, as well as many 

~/Dropbox/IP.txt



other programs, but I 

Eighth step:

felt that this was the most 

https://help.ubuntu.com/commu

Once this step is complete, 

universal/more useful scenario 

nity/DynamicDNS – Wiki article 

you're ready to begin. 

Configure the SOCKS proxy 

in which it would be used. As 

on installing and configuring 



in Firefox. This is simply done 

always, I'm happy to answer 

dynamic dns

Seventh step:

by going to Edit > Preferences 

> Advanced tab > Network sub- specific questions, or take You'll need the following 

tab > Connection Settings. 

requests for articles by email. 

information:

Once that opens, configure the 

Send any feedback, questions, 

settings shown in the image 

and so forth, to 

IP address of your server, 

above right. 

lswest34@gmail.com with the username and password, or a 

words “Command & Conquer” 

username and a key file (from 

Ninth step:

(or just C&C) in the subject line. 

step 5). 



has learned all he knows 

Disconnecting from the 

from repeatedly breaking his 

SOCKS proxy. Simply change 

system, then having no other 

To connect and forward all 

https://help.ubuntu.com/9.10/se

option but to discover how to fix 

traffic over port 8080 to your 

the configuration to “Auto-

rverguide/C/openssh-

it. You can email Lucas at: 

SSH connection, run the 

Detect proxy settings for this 

server.html – Wiki article on 

lswest34@gmail.com. 

following command:

network”, or to “No Proxy”, and  installing OpenSSH
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HOW-TO

Program In Python - Part 11

with another program. Think of  search box. There is a wealth 

ndex.xml?query=80013

FCM#27-36 - Python Parts 1 - 10

the libraries we import. Some 

of information here. Now, let's 

of those can be run as stand-

jump to the API web page: 

Replace the 80013 U.S. ZIP 

alone applications, but if we 

http://wiki.wunderground.com/i

code with your postal code or 

import the application as a 

ndex.php/API_-_XML

if you are outside the U.S. you 

library, we can use many of its 

can try city, country - like 

functions in our own program, 

One of the first things you 

Paris, France, or London, 

and we get to use someone 

will notice is the API Terms of 

England. 

else's code. In this case, we 

Service. Please read and follow 

will use specially formatted 

them. They aren't onerous, 

And the link for the 

Dev

Graphics Internet M/media System

URL addresses to query the 

and are really simple to abide 

ForecastXML: 

wunderground website for 

by. The things that are going 

http://api.wunderground.com/a

information about the weather 

to be of interest to us are the

uto/wui/geo/ForecastXML/index. 

- without using a web browser. 

xml?query=80013

CD/DVD

HDD

Some people might say that 



USB Drive Laptop Wireless

an API is like a secret back 

and 

calls. Take 

Again, replace the 80013 

door into another program - 

some time to scan over them. 

U.S. ZIP code with your postal 

L

that the programmer(s) 

code or city, country. 

ast time, I promised you  intentionally put there for our I'm going to skip the 

that we would use our 

use. Either way, this is a 

GeoLookupXML routine, and let 

Let's start with the current 

XML expertise to grab 

supported extension of one 

you look at that on your own. 

information. Paste the address 

weather information 

application for its use in other 

We will concentrate on two 

into your favorite browser. 

from a website and display it in 

applications. 

other commands: 

You'll see a great deal of 

a terminal. Well, that time has 

WXCurrentObXML (Current 

information returned. I'll let 

come. 

Sounds intriguing? Well, 

Conditions) this time, and 

you decide what's really 

read on, my dear padawan. 

ForecastXML (Forecast) next 

important to you, but we'll 

We will use an API from 

time. 

look at a few of the elements. 

www.wunderground.com.  I hear Fire up your favorite 

the question “What's an API” 

browser, and head to 

Here's the link for 

For our example, we'll pay 

rising in your throat. API stands 

www.wunderground.com. Now 

WXCurrentObXML: 

attention to the following tags:

for Application Programming 

enter your postal code or city 

http://api.wunderground.com/a

Interface. It's really a fancy 

and state (or country) into the 

uto/wui/geo/WXCurrentObXML/i

phrase for a way to interface 
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PROGRAM IN PYTHON - PART 11

When we find a tag we are 

""" w_currents.py

interested in, we save that text 

Returns current conditions, forecast and alerts for a into a variable that we can use 


PyTyle

http://pytyle.com

PyTyle is a Python script intended to mimic the behaviour of a tiling window manager within a different window manager. 

Due to the fact that it is a script, it can be used in Openbox, Gnome, and so forth. Does not dynamically tile windows, but is presented by members of the 

is lightweight and easy to use. Sadly, no deb files currently United Kingdom’s Ubuntu Linux community. 

exist, but there are instructions for installing the script on the wiki above (using a setup.py file). 

We aim is to provide current, topical information about, and for, Ubuntu Linux users the world over. We cover all aspects Package: http://sourceforge.net/projects/pytyle/files/

of Ubuntu Linux and Free Software, and appeal to everyone from the newest user to the oldest coder, from the command line to the latest GUI. 

Because the show is produced by the Ubuntu UK 

community, the podcast is covered by the Ubuntu Code of Conduct and is therefore suitable for all ages. 

http://podcast.ubuntu-uk.org/
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Script terminated. 
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HOW-TO


Screenlets

program, go to a terminal and 

see the screenshot below. 

CD/DVD

HDD

USB Drive Laptop Wireless



type in the following:



The first screenlet we'll look 

at is called Folderview 

sudo apt-get install 


standing around on 

in the way, and are relatively 

We can find many more 

 your desk" . Sticky-

light on the system. We will 

screenlets online, in addition to 

notes, clocks, rulers... 

Dev

Graphics Internet M/media System

cover just two, and the rest you  the ones which come with the the possibilities are 

can try out on your own. 

program. 


base.conf

have an excessive 


Make the name change. 

Section "Device" 

level of "digital rights 

After saving the file, reboot. 

Option "RandRRotation" "True" 

Add this line, or modify an 

management". If you 


Less Complicated

Gord replies: 



I3

http://dwm.suckless.org

http://i3.zekjur.net

DWM is a dynamic tiling window manager written in C. It is i3 is a dynamic tiling window manager written in C, written intended to be a small, single-binary system, never from scratch. It is fast and stable. It is also documented well, exceeding 2000 Source Lines of Code. Uses tags on windows and offers resources to allow developers to easily contribute to manage floating and tiled windows, giving fine-grained to, or modify, i3. It generates workspaces dynamically (and control over each window. Requires a re-compile after every there is no limit). Similar pros/cons to the previous tiling change of the configuration file. Excellent system to use and window managers. 

expand on if you're learning C. Floating windows are, again, always on top (but can be brought to the front from a Package:   in universe repository

separate workspace). 

Package: 

in universe repository. 
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TOP 5 - TILING WINDOW MANAGERS


Add Screenlets

Screenlets are little widgets 


a minute to play around with it, 

that you can put onto your 

moving it around the screen 

N/A


import urllib

class CurrentInfo:


will be looking for, let's start 

""" 

coding our app. Let's look at 


For Netbooks

graphics stack including Kernel  Ubuntu for version 5.0

"Woof" build system. 

Mode Setting, non-root X; 

Introduced in November 2008, 

T

universal plug and play; voice 

and joined last year with a 

he Linux Foundation 

and data connectivity with 

related Puppy Package 

this week released the  Connman connection 

Manager (PPM), Woof can build 

open source MeeGo 

The Puppy Linux project 

has released version 

manager, Ofono telephony 

5.0 of its fast, small-

a Puppy variant from the 

OS for Intel Atom-

stack and BlueZ Bluetooth; 

footprint Linux distro, 

packages of any Linux distro, 

based netbooks. The "uber-

and next-generation file 

based for the first time on 

including Debian, Ubuntu, 

platform for the next 

system BTRFS as the default 

Ubuntu. Puppy Linux 5.0 is 

Arch, Slackware, and T2, 

generation of computing 

file system. 

built from Ubuntu 10.04 Lucid 

according to the project. 

devices,” can be installed over 

Lynx binary packages, and 

a USB drive, according to the 

The OS includes applications 

debuts a "Quickpet" 

: DesktopLinux.com

Foundation. 

for instant access to email, 

application suite, choice of 

synchronized calendar, tasks, 

browsers, and a boot-to-

MeeGo v1.0 is geared at 

appointments, recently used 

desktop feature. 

developers and provides them 

files, and real-time social 

“with a stable core foundation 

networking updates all on the 

Code-named "Lup," or "Lucid 

for application development 

homescreen. It also has 

Puppy," Puppy Linux 5.0 is 

and a rich user experience for 

support for multiple languages. "typically Puppy, lean and fast, netbooks,” the foundation 

friendly and fun," claims the 

said. Tools for development of 

: InformationWeek.com

project. Puppy is 

the MeeGo Handset 

widely admired by 

user experience will be 

those who like 

made available next 

their Linux distros 

month. 

fast and lean. 

The platform is 

Puppy Linux 5.0 is 

comprised of Intel’s 

the mainstream 

Moblin and Nokia’s 

member of a 

Maemo projects. It 

growing family of 

features a 2.6.33 

Puppy Linux 
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COMMAND & CONQUER

If you own a laptop, you've  The first thing you'll need to  who can log in via SSH. To do probably often checked 

do is set up an SSH server on 

this, open  /etc/ssh/sshd_config: Fifth step:

your emails, read up on 

your PC, or sign up for a shell 

Create SSH keys (if you 

news, or done something 

account/virtual private server 

sudo vim /etc/ssh/sshd_config

want to). Since this step is 

online - while travelling.  If 

somewhere, if you don't 

optional, I won't cover the 

you're like me, you'll cringe 

already have it set up. If you 

Once it's open, change the 

exact commands. If you wish to 

inwardly whenever you do so, 

already have access to an SSH 

line “PermitRootLogin yes” to 

generate keys, follow the 

knowing full well that there 

account, skip ahead to step 7. 

“PermitRootLogin no” and add 

instructions in the wiki (see the 

may be someone else 



the line “AllowUsers 

link in the Further Reading 

connected to the free/public 

First step:

user1,user2,user3” somewhere  section). 

hotspot running a packet 

in the file. You need to, of 

Install OpenSSH server on 



sniffer and hoping for a few 

course, change “user1” to the 

your Ubuntu system:

passwords or banking data. I 

actual username, while user2 

Sixth step:

have set a firm “no banking on-

sudo apt-get install openssh-

and user3 should be replaced 

Configure your server/PC to 

the-road” rule for myself and 

server openssh-client

with any other accounts who 

allow internet access, and 

my family, but I'm also worried 

are permitted to connect to the  configure dyndns. I have never about our other passwords and 

Second step:

server. For example my line 

configured dynamic DNS for 

private data. This is where SSH 

would read:

Create a backup of 

any computer, so I will leave 

port-forwarding can be 

/etc/ssh/sshd_config

those instructions to the wiki 

extremely useful. It uses SSL to 


AllowUsers lswest

article (second link of my 

encrypt all the data it sends; it 

cp /etc/ssh/sshd_config ~

Further Reading section). A 

Since I have only one 

uses the public wifi for nothing 

short-term solution would be to 

permitted account and user, 

more than a link to whatever 

Third step:

create a cron job to run the 

that is what I would enter. 

your SSH server happens to be 

following command

Modify the sshd_config file. 



(home server, home PC, work 

You can read up on possible 

server, virtual private server, 

Fourth step:


MY DESKTOP

misc@fullcirclemagazine.org

This is my Linux desktop. I've used Linux for several years, This is a screen shot of my Toshiba Satellite laptop running and my favorite distro is Ubuntu due to its ease of use. 

Ubuntu Intrepid Ibex. Hardware Specifications: CPU is an Intel Pentium Dual core, 1.7 GHz; RAM is 1.5 GB; H.D.D is 160 GB; In this screenshot, I'm running Ubuntu 9.10 with Gnome. 

Graphic card has 256 MB. The system is dual boot with The background is Adrenaline_by_vargeEEEEn from 

Microsoft Windows 7, but I rarely have to boot Windows. 

Deviantart and I use Conky for system monitoring. I use Emerald Theme Manager to run the theme SlicknesS. 

The system is running Screenlet with pidgin plugin and other stuff. I run almost every kind of application on my laptop, The computer is a HP 2230s laptop with Intel Core 2 Duo because I am a Computer Science student and like to try T5870, 2GB RAM, 160GB HDD, and a 12.1" screen. Most of every open-source application. Each one always works the hardware worked straight away in Ubuntu except for properly. Some of the applications I've installed are Java the webcam and the fingerprint reader. 

compiler, Eclipse, VLC player, Google desktop, Google Chrome web browser, Stardict, Inkscape, Wireshark, Skype, and Filezilla. 
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